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For Immediate Release






     December 5, 2008
Provincial Coalition calls for greater focus on People with Disabilities 
as Poverty Plan rolls out
While welcoming the government’s poverty reduction strategy and its plan to review social assistance, the ODSP Action Coalition encourages the government to include a greater focus on people with disabilities. 

People with disabilities experience higher rates of poverty than the general population. “I was disappointed when I looked at the page of the government’s strategy that related to people with disabilities and found no new supports to help me get out of poverty,” says Terrie Meehan, an activist with the Coalition.
The strategy indicates that the government will be undertaking a review of social assistance, which includes the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP). The Coalition would like to see the review focus not only on supporting people to move from ODSP into the workforce but also how to make the program easier to access and more responsive to the individual needs of people with disabilities.
“We want to be actively involved in the review and bring a lot of experience to the table. Many of our members are on ODSP and have lived experiences of the many barriers in the current system,” says Mike Yale, Coalition co-chair. “Our Coalition has done a lot of work in developing recommendations for how to restructure social assistance so that people with disabilities can live with respect and dignity. It’s crucial that people with disabilities who are not in the workforce aren’t left out of the strategy.” 
Social assistance needs to be restructured so that it is about reducing poverty and supporting people, whether they are working or not. The Coalition is pleased that the government has indicated that it will be improving people’s incomes as part of the strategy. ODSP rates are not adequate to meet people’s needs, let alone accommodate the additional costs of their disabilities. The Coalition would like to see more money in people’s pockets early in the strategy. The increases need to be significant and go to not only families and children, but singles and couples. 
The ODSP Action Coalition is a province-wide coalition of community disability agencies, provincial organizations, anti-poverty groups, legal clinics and people with disabilities on ODSP. 
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