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An Independent Committee should be established to develop rational and just criteria for setting social assistance rates (so that everyone has a decent standard of living). 
Low income people, representatives of disability and anti-poverty groups, and other key stakeholders should be represented on the committee and consulted. All parties should commit to implementing the recommendations of this committee.  

Last Christmas,  MPPs voted themselves a 25%% raise, arguing that salaries hadn’t kept pace with the cost of living.  Just a few months later another 2% was added as a cost of living raise. They based the amount on the recommendations of an independent commission.   We suggest that a similar independent process should apply to setting the levels of support provided for people with disabilities and others in need. The decision should be taken out of the realm of politics and based on independent, objective criteria.  
Currently, OW and disability rates are not based on any rational criteria. For example, a single person on ODSP only receives a maximum of $436 a month to cover rent and utilities. If you are lucky enough to find housing for less than that, you are only given the actual amount of your rent. If your rent is much higher, as it is for the majority of people on ODSP, then you have to dip into your “basic needs” money.

 A single  person on ODSP receives $543 a month  to cover their “Basic Needs,” The government has never spelled out exactly what needs that amount is supposed to cover.  What type of a diet do they suggest a person can afford from that?  Does that include a telephone, transportation, clothing, and personal hygiene items?  The government never answers those questions.
Instead of basing the rates on real costs, the government just decides on an arbitrary figure. Under the Conservative government, there was no increase at all to ODSP, and a huge cut to OW rates. In recent years the Liberal government has given increases roughly equal to the current inflation rate while failing to take into account how far below the real cost of living the rates had fallen
People’s lives shouldn’t be left to political whim. Creating an independent committee that includes people on OW and ODSP and anti-poverty and disability groups would ensure that   the criteria developed reflects the real needs  of individuals and families on social assistance.  

No one wants to be on social assistance but many people have no other options. While it’s easy to tell people to get a job, it’s a lot harder to find one. Not everyone on OW and ODSP can work. People on ODSP live with significant disabilities, many of which aren’t easily accommodated by employers. Others may never be able to work full-time or may go through periods where they cannot work. 
In a province as wealthy as Ontario, no one should have to live in poverty. Ontario needs a broad anti-poverty strategy that takes into consideration the systemic barriers facing people on social assistance.  Establishing an independent committee to determine rational and just criteria for setting social assistance rates would be an important first step.

Ignoring poverty today has tremendous financial repercussions for the future, in terms of increasing healthcare costs, the loss of productivity and the strain on Ontario’s justice, education and social assistance systems. Ending poverty makes good financial sense and it is good social policy. It is also a reflection of a government’s commitment to basic human rights.
Ask candidates:

i) Is your party prepared to establish an independent committee that would develop and annually review rational and just criteria for determining ODSP and OW rates?

ii) Is your party prepared to come up with a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy in consultation with low-income people and anti-poverty groups?
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