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2008 Key Demands

1. Poverty Reduction

The ODSP Action Coalition endorses the 25 in 5 Network’s call for a 25% reduction in poverty within 5 years and calls on the Ontario Government to: 

a) Ensure that public consultations on poverty reduction are well-publicized in advance, held in fully accessible spaces and formats and include funding to cover costs such as child care and bus tokens so that people with disabilities and other low-income people and the organizations which work with them can participate.
b) Ensure that all low-income people benefit from the broader anti-poverty strategy that is developed, including people without children such as single people and childless couples who rely on Ontario Works or ODSP for their income.

2. Income

The ODSP Action Coalition calls on the Ontario Government to:
a) Increase social assistance rates to reflect average market rents (as determined by the Canada Mortgage and Housing corporation); average utility costs; average cost of a nutritious food basket (as determined by municipal boards of health); and money for all other basic needs such as medical and accessibility needs, transportation and telephone. 

b) Index Ontario Works (OW) and Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) rates to inflation.

c) Create a Social Assistance Rate Board that would include people on OW and ODSP and anti-poverty and disability groups to recommend rational and just criteria for determining OW and ODSP rates. 
d) Let ODSP recipients who are able to work keep at least enough of their work income to get them to the poverty line (as defined by the Low-Income Cut Off) before their earnings are clawed back.  
e) Retain the current level of social assistance rates for families on OW and ODSP when the Ontario Child Benefit is introduced in July 2008.

f) Retain the winter clothing and back-to-school allowances as lump sum payments for families on OW and ODSP. 

g) Increase the Ontario Child Benefit and roll it out more quickly so that low-income families get the full benefit sooner than in 2011. 

3. Access

The ODSP Action Coalition calls on the Ontario Government to:

a) Eliminate the many barriers that prevent applicants from getting on ODSP and accessing the benefits they are entitled to.

b) Eliminate the punitive rules and regulations that people on ODSP encounter in the program.

c) Ensure that ODSP is delivered in a respectful way that accommodates the varying needs of people with disabilities, as the Ontario Government is obligated to do under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA). 

4. Employment Supports

The ODSP Action Coalition calls on the Ontario Government to provide employment supports in a way that respects recipients’ choices, skills and abilities.
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