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O.D.S.P. ACTION COALITION
C/O Scarborough Community Legal Services, 695 Markham Rd, Ste 9, Scarborough, ON, M1H 2A5    www.odspaction.ca
Struggling families need the full amount of the Ontario Child Benefit immediately, not four years from now.
The new Ontario Child Benefit will be implemented in July 2008 and is scheduled to increase gradually from $50/month/child to $92/month/child by 2011. Families struggling on OW and ODSP need the full $92 a month now - especially with social assistance cheques being reduced
 the same month the Ontario Child Benefit is introduced.

The Ontario Child Benefit was announced in March 2007 and will go to all low-income families with children between the ages of 0 – 18 years, whether they are working or receiving Ontario Works (OW) or the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)
. 
Families with children make up 14 per cent of people on ODSP and 40 per cent of people on OW. 
As of July, 2008, the National Child Benefit Supplement (NCBS) will also no longer be deducted monthly from the cheques of families on OW and ODSP. 

While families on OW and ODSP will be better off as a result of the new Ontario Child Benefit, the amount they will get is significantly less than it appears. As of July, 2008, monthly ODSP and OW benefits for families will be reduced and families will no longer receive a separate winter clothing allowance or back-to-school clothing allowance. 
The changes mean that, for example, a single mother on OW with one child will only be better off by approximately $31/month as of July, 2008 growing gradually to $50/month by 2011
. If the clawback of the National Child Benefit Supplement had simply been ended, however, and social assistance rates left unchanged, this family would have been better off by $122/month. 
Families on OW and ODSP live thousands of dollars below the poverty line.  As of 2006, a single parent on ODSP with one child lived 23 per cent below the poverty line. A single parent on OW with one child lived 47 per cent below the poverty line.
 
Families on OW and ODSP are struggling just to meet their basic needs. A single parent with one child on ODSP receives only $685 for shelter, while the average cost of a two-bedroom apartment in Ontario was $1153
 in 2006. A single parent on OW receives even less - $538. No one should have to choose between paying the rent and feeding the kids.
Families on OW and ODSP desperately need the full amount of the new Ontario Child Benefit as quickly as possible. 
Ask candidates:

i) Will your party commit to implementing the Ontario Child Benefit announced in the 2007 budget?

ii) Will your party speed up the implementation of the Ontario Child Benefit so that low-income families get the full amount sooner than 2011?

iii) Given that social assistance cheques for families will be reduced, will your party commit to a plan to increase the amount of the Ontario Child Benefit? 
iv) If the clawback of the National Child Benefit Supplement had been truly ended, families on OW and ODSP would be getting approximately an additional $122/month/child. By the time the Ontario Child Benefit is fully implemented in 2011, a single mom on OW with one child will only get an additional $50/month. How will your party make up the shortfall of $72 a month? 
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� Welfare restructuring in July 2008 will only affect families, not singles or childless couples. For more detailed information, read the Income Security Advocacy Centre’s (ISAC) Ontario Child Benefit Q & A:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.incomesecurity.org/documents/ISACOCBQandAapril07_000.pdf" ��http://www.incomesecurity.org/documents/ISACOCBQandAapril07_000.pdf�.


� For more detailed information, read ISAC’s Ontario Child Benefit Q & A: � HYPERLINK "http://www.incomesecurity.org/documents/ISACOCBQandAapril07_000.pdf" ��http://www.incomesecurity.org/documents/ISACOCBQandAapril07_000.pdf�.


� These figures are estimates provided by the provincial government. Figures for other family categories have not been released. 


� The poverty line here refers to Statistics Canada’s 2006 pre-tax low income cut-off for a community with a population between 100 000-499 999.


� Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, 2006
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