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Questions to ask MPPs

Before meeting with your MPP, provide them with a copy of the ODSP Action Coalition’s Lobby Kit materials so they can review them in advance.

Prepare the questions you want to ask before the meeting. Below are some questions you may want to use, depending on the issues you have decided to raise in your meeting. 
OW/ODSP Rates
1) A single person on disability can get a maximum of $999 a month, less if they have low rent. It’s not enough to live on. Does your party support raising ODSP and OW rates so that people can meet their basic needs and adjusting the rates annually to inflation as CPP and Old Age Security rates are? What will you do to make this happen?
2) How do you justify the fact that MPPs voted for a 25% pay raise for themselves in 2007 and, at the same time, welfare rates have declined by 17% in the last 12 years and disability rates have increased by only 7% during the same period?
Social Assistance Rate Board

3) If a Private Member’s Bill is introduced to establish an independent Social Assistance Rate Board that would develop and annually review rational and just criteria for determining ODSP and OW rates, is your party prepared to support it? Will you personally support it?
Employment Earnings
4) What is your party’s position on whether or not earnings should be clawed back from people with disabilities who work but do not make enough money to leave ODSP? What is your position personally?
5) The ODSP Action Coalition believes that there should be no deductions of earned income from ODSP until a recipient can at least bring themselves up to the poverty line.  The most recent StatsCan after-tax Low Income Cutoff for a major city is $17,570 a year for a single person, which works out to about $1460 per month.  The maximum ODSP allowance is currently $999 per month.  It would require a flat rate exemption of $460 per month to allow a person to make enough earnings to bring him or herself up to the poverty line.  
Would your party support allowing a single person on ODSP to earn up to $460 per month before any deductions are made from their monthly ODSP income? Would you support this personally? 

6) What will you do personally to support people with disabilities who want to work but face numerous barriers, including poverty and employers who do not want to accommodate their disabilities? 

Ontario Child Benefit
7) The Ontario Child Benefit is the cornerstone of the poverty reduction strategy that the Ontario Government is developing, and families on OW and ODSP are some of the poorest in the province. So why are families on social assistance having their cheques reduced, and thus being treated differently than other low-income families? And what are you going to do personally to help change this?
8) Do you support increasing the Ontario Child Benefit and rolling it out more quickly so that low-income families get the full amount sooner than in 2011?

9) Do you support stopping the reduction in social assistance rates so that the Ontario Child Benefit will be much more effective at raising families on OW and ODSP out of poverty?

10) Do you support restoring the back-to-school and winter clothing allowances as lump sum payments given that families on OW and ODSP will still be living in poverty even after the Ontario Child Benefit is introduced?
11) What will you do to ensure that families on OW and ODSP benefit significantly in the poverty reduction strategy that the government is currently developing?
Ontario Poverty Reduction Strategy

12) Does your party support the government’s initiative to develop a poverty reduction strategy? If not, what is your party’s plan and how would it be better than the government’s plans? 

13) Will you organize a public consultation on poverty reduction so that low-income people and the general public can have input into the government’s poverty reduction strategy? Will you ensure members of the government’s Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction attend?

14)  Participating in public consultations is difficult for many people with disabilities, given their accessibility needs and the low incomes they must live on. What will your party, and you personally, do to ensure that any consultations announced provide adequate time and funding so that people with disabilities and other low-income people and the organizations which work with them can participate?
15) What will your party do to ensure that poverty is reduced for everyone and not just families or children, which is what the focus of the government’s poverty reduction strategy is, at least initially?

16) What will your party do to ensure that reducing poverty for people with disabilities is a key part of the poverty reduction strategy that is developed? What will you do personally?
Accessibility Issues
Questions regarding the ODSP Action Coalition’s three accessibility-related demands will be developed following the release of results from a survey that was done with coalition members in 2007. 
Employment Supports
The ODSP Action Coalition calls on the Ontario Government to provide employment supports in a way that respects recipients’ choices, skills and abilities. Questions regarding this demand will be developed following the release of results from a survey that was done with coalition members in 2007. 
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