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Questions for Candidates
ODSP rates

When disability rates are increased in November, a single person on ODSP will get $998 per month. A single disabled parent with one child on ODSP will get $1,557 per month

1. Do you believe this is a livable income for people with disabilities?

2. Will your party be looking into raising these rates to levels that people can live on and adjust them annually to inflation? 

Comprehensive anti-poverty strategy

In order to reduce poverty, Ontario needs a strategy that addresses the numerous and often inter-related factors contributing to poverty, including: minimum wage, employment standards, affordable housing, affordable childcare, social assistance, training and education. Many jurisdictions, both within Canada and internationally, have developed poverty reduction strategies that have had a significant impact. It's time Ontario did too.

3. Is your party prepared to come up with a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy?

4. Is your party prepared to do this in consultation with low income people and anti-poverty groups?

A fair way to set social assistance rates

The government justified its decision to raise MPPs’ salaries 25 per cent on the basis that an independent commission had suggested the increase. The same rationale should apply to setting the levels of support provided for people with disabilities and others in need.   No government has ever provided an explanation for how they set social assistance rates.

5. Is your party prepared to establish an independent committee that would develop and annually review just and rational criteria for determining rates for ODSP and OW? 

6. Is your party prepared to do this in consultation with low income people and anti-poverty groups?
MPPs’ salaries go up, while those on the bottom remain stagnant
In 1995, welfare rates were cut by 22 per cent and ODSP rates were frozen. Since 2004, the Liberals have  increased welfare and ODSP rates only enough to keep up with inflation over the last four years.
7. How do you justify the fact that MPPs recently voted for a 25 per cent pay raise for themselves while welfare rates have declined by 17 per cent in the last 12 years and ODSP rates have increased by only 5 per cent during this period (and this isn’t even taking into account inflation)?
Why must people on ODSP who work, lose half of their income? 
Presently, if people on ODSP work, 50 per cent of their earnings are deducted from their ODSP cheque, despite the fact that their basic cheque is far below the poverty line.

8. Is your party willing to change these rules so that recipients could keep 100 per cent of their working income, at least until they reach the level of the poverty line?

The Ontario Child Benefit is inadequate for reducing poverty

The present government announced a new Ontario Child Benefit in March of 2007, and has claimed that this ends the clawback of the National Child Benefit Supplement from families on social assistance. The amount these families lose from the clawback is about $122 per child per month. Yet even when the Ontario Child Benefit becomes fully implemented, which won’t happen till 2011, a single mom with one child on social assistance will only be about $50 a month further ahead because, as the new Child benefit increases, social assistance rates will decrease. 
9. Will your party commit to implementing the Ontario Child Benefit announced in the 2007provincial budget?

10. Will your party speed up the implementation of the Ontario Child Benefit so that low-income families get the full amount sooner than 2011?
11. Given that social assistance cheques for families will be reduced, will your party commit to a plan to increase the amount of the Ontario Child Benefit?
12. If the clawback of the National Child Benefit Supplement had been truly ended, families on OW and ODSP would be getting approximately an additional $122/month/child. By the time the Ontario Child Benefit is fully implemented in 2011, a single mom on OW wth one child will only get an additional $50/month. How will your party make up the shortfall of $72 a month?

The application process for ODSP needs to be simplified.

The application process for ODSP is extremely complicated and can be a very lengthy process, resulting in many applications being denied. This is often a direct result of the applicant’s disability making it too difficult to deal with the bureaucracy.

13. Is your party committed to making ODSP easier to access for people with disabilities who are eligible?  How would you go about doing this?
14. The provincial government is mandated under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act to ensure government programs are accessible. Will your party implement an accessibility audit of the ODSP program to properly identify the barriers that prevent people from completing the application process or accessing benefits that they’re entitled to?

15. What guarantees will your party provide to ensure that people with disabilities who want to work will have access to jobs that reflect their education and work experiences, as opposed to becoming stuck in low-wage jobs where an escape from poverty is unlikely?

Minimum Wage should be raised to $10 an hour immediately.
The Liberal government has announced that it will gradually raise the minimum wage to $10.25 an hour, yet this will only be fully implemented by 2010. Meanwhile, people working full time for minimum wage continue to make a salary that is far below the poverty line, even for a single person.  
16. Is your party willing to raise the minimum wage to $10 an hour immediately?
Employment supports should support people with disabilities to access jobs worthy of their skills and education.

The federal government has recently downloaded funding and responsibilities

for employment supports and training to the provinces. 
17. What guarantees will your party give to ensure that people with disabilities that want to work will have access to jobs that reflect their education and work experience, as opposed to becoming stuck in low-wage jobs where an escape from poverty is unlikely?

Poverty and energy conservation
Most people in Ontario are deeply concerned about climate change. People are being encouraged to take measures in their homes to be more environmentally conscious.  Higher energy prices have been suggested as one way to encourage energy conservation. However, low income people not only have the least ability to deal with higher energy prices, they do not have the resources to invest in the kinds of measures that result in significant energy savings.
18. Advocates have recommended the development of a low-income energy strategy that includes assistance with paying higher energy costs, and also, access to fully-funded energy conservation programs that result in energy savings. Will you work to ensure the establishment of such a low-income energy strategy?
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