[image: image1.png]


O.D.S.P. ACTION COALITION
C/O Scarborough Community Legal Services, 695 Markham Rd, Ste 9, Scarborough, ON, M1H 2A5    www.odspaction.ca
Social assistance rates need to be raised to provide for the real costs of living.
OW and ODSP rates should reflect average market rents (as determined by the Canada Mortgage and Housing corporation); the average cost of a nutritious food basket (as determined by municipal boards of health); and include money for all other basic needs such as transportation, telephone and utilities. The rates should also be adjusted annually for inflation. 
The current provincial government has raised OW and ODSP rates twice, for a total of 5%, and have promised another 2% to take effect after the election, at the end of November, 2007.

 But the raises come after more than a decade of no increases at all to ODSP. The situation is even worse for people on OW, where rates were cut by 22% in 1995 and then frozen.  So even with the recent increases, the real incomes of people on OW and ODSP has declined greatly when inflation is taken into account -  The value of ODSP benefits for a single person dropped by 18.2% from 1992 to 2005.  The value of the OW allowance for a single person dropped by 34% during the same period.

People on OW and ODSP live thousands of dollars below the poverty level.  A person with a disability on ODSP lives 58% below the Statistics Canada Low Income Cut-offs[LICO’s].  A single parent on OW, with one child, is 56% below the poverty line.
 
However, percentages and statistics are not what count for people—what matters is whether they have enough money each month to cover their needs. 
On November 30, 2007, after the latest 2% increase to ODSP rates, people with disabilities will still have problems paying their rent and trying to eat nutritiously..  They will still have to worry about whether they can afford a bus ticket to go visit a friend.  The isolation and mental stress of being disabled and poor will continue to negatively affect their health.

On December 1, 2007, after this latest increase takes effect, parents on OW and ODSP will still have to go hungry to feed their kids Kraft dinner. They will still have to shop at food banks. And they will still worry every month about whether they will be able to pay their rent and all their bills. 

People on ODSP get a maximum of $436 for shelter, far below the average cost of a bachelor ($665) or one bedroom unit($787) across the province.  Rent costs in Toronto, where half of the people on ODSP live, are $738 for a bachelor and 907 for a one-bedroom unit.
 
Rents supplements and public housing are only available to a small percentage of ODSP recipients; as a result 54% of ODSP recipients are paying private market rents.
 These people are forced to dip into their food money to pay their rent.  The little that remains has to cover all their personal needs and household supplies, clothing, transportation, and often additional costs related to their disability.  Therefore it is not surprising that 48 % of food bank clients with a disability have been using a food bank for over 18 months.

 If MPPs had to survive on $979 a month, they would realize how impossible it is. Getting through life with a disability is hard enough. Try doing it when your expenses exceed your needs—sometimes by hundreds of dollars each month.  Recipients from the Toronto region ODSP Action Coalition have shared their monthly budgets:  those in private market housing are going deeper into debt each month.  Even those lucky enough to have low cost housing, still cannot eat adequately, pay for transportation and personal needs, and cover additional costs related to their disability such as medications or supplements, special clothing or accessibility aids that are not funded elsewhere. 
Continuing to ignore poverty comes with dire consequences. According to Dennis Raphael, a professor at York University’s school of health policy and management, “poverty—and the material and social deprivation associated with it—is a primary cause of poor health among Canadians.  The evidence for this assertion comes from hundreds of studies in Canada and elsewhere”.

Ontario’s Public Health Authorities have urged the provincial government to raise ODSP and OW rates for several years so that people can afford to eat nutritiously.  In 2005, they adopted a resolution urging the government to review the adequacy of OW and ODSP from a health perspective and to base rates on actual costs
.  They repeated that resolution in a letter to the Premier after the 2007 budget, saying that the recent 2% increases to social assistance rates “fall well short of what will ultimately be required to ensure that all Ontarians are able to meet basic needs not only to survive, but also to be healthy.”

Calls for adequate social assistance rates are also supported by the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which reviewed Canada’s compliance under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in May 2006. The Committee noted with concern that in most provinces and territories, social assistance rates do not provide adequate income to meet basic needs for food, clothing and shelter.  They urged Canada “to establish social assistance at levels which ensure the realization of an adequate standard of living for all.”

Ask candidates:

i) Beginning in November, a single person on disability will receive $998 a month. It’s not enough to live on. Will your party raise ODSP and OW rates so that people can meet their basic needs and adjust the rates annually to inflation?

How do you justify the fact that MPPs recently voted for a 25% pay raise for themselves and, at the same time welfare rates have declined by 17% in the last 12 years and disability rates have increased by only 5% during the same period?

ii) [image: image3.wmf]
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���











�  National Council of Welfare, “Welfare Incomes 2005”, Summer, 2006, p.51


� NCW, p. 75 ( that includes all income, not only welfare but also the federal Child Tax benefits and supplement).


� Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, (spring 2007) Rental Market Report Ontario Highlights, p.8.


� Ministry of Community and Social Services (December 2005) Statistics and Analysis Unit, social Assistance and Employment Opportunities Division, quarterly report of OW/ODSP cases.


� Daily Bread Food Bank (2006), “Who’s Hungry”.


� Raphael, Dennis, Poverty and Policy in Canada: Implications for Health and Quality of Life” Canadian Scholars’ Press Inc., (Toronto, 2007), p 205.


� Association of Local Public Health Authorities, alPHA Resolution A05-18, Adequate Nutrition for Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Program Participants and Low Wage Earners, www.alphanet.org.


� alpha, letter to Hon. Dalton McGuinty, 4/12/2007, www.alphnet.org.


� United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Thirty-Sixth Session, May 2006, Concluding Observations of the Committee, Canada, 21 and 53.





[image: image2.wmf]_1212307748.doc
[image: image1.png]





[image: image2.png]




