Sample Letter-to-the-editor

A letter-to-the-editor is a fairly quick and easy way to get your perspective into the media. Editors publish some letters-to-the-editor every day/week/month that the newspaper is published. Try to submit your letter on the day after you read the story/letter/editorial that prompted you to write in. The more letters they get on a particular issue, the more likely they are to publish at least some of them.

This is a letter that the ODSP Action Coalition has written as a template that people can use in the lead up to the provincial election on October 10th. In your letter, refer to the headline of the newspaper article you are writing in response to. Then check the letters-to-the-editor section of your local newspaper to find out how long letters should be. The longer a letter, the less likely it is to be published. Don’t forget to sign your letter and include your contact information. Newspapers will not publish an anonymous letter and most require letter-writers to provide their contact information.
Re:  [Headline of article/editorial that you are writing in response to]
Candidates in the election need to have a real plan for ending the poverty that is all too real for many people, including people with disabilities. People with disabilities shouldn’t have to live in poverty but they are if their only source of income is the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP). A single person on ODSP currently gets $446 to pay for rent and utilities. The average one-bedroom apartment in Ontario costs $787 a month.  
People on ODSP also get very little money for food and other basic necessities. They [we] aren’t able to eat the nutritious diets that everyone needs, especially if you’re struggling with the various illnesses and disabilities that ODSP recipients have.  
I don’t want another government that condemns people to abject poverty solely because they have a disability. I hope that people with disabilities, their families, friends, and anyone who believes in a fair and equitable society will put poverty issues front and centre when they vote on October 10th. 
[Signature]

[Contact information]

