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Provincial Budget is ideal opportunity to support people with disabilities
The ODSP Action Coalition has advocated for disability rights and improvements to the Ontario Disability Support Program since 2002 and we are looking for two key announcements in the upcoming provincial budget: increases to OW and ODSP rates and an end to the 50 percent clawback of earnings from ODSP recipients. 
The upcoming review of OW and ODSP, which was promised in the Government’s Poverty Reduction Strategy last December, is welcome but won’t put money in people’s pockets in the short-term. Our members, whom include approximately 150 community agencies, provincial organizations, anti-poverty groups, legal clinics and people with disabilities from across the province, will be looking for immediate relief for people with disabilities in this budget.

Adequacy matters. OW and ODSP rates need to be increased to reflect the real cost of living. OW rates are thousands of dollars below any poverty lines and (ODSP) rates need to more appropriately reflect the cost of living with a disability. Presently single people on ODSP can only receive a maximum monthly benefit of $1020 per month, putting them below the Low Income Measure which the Government recently adopted as its poverty measure. With this income they must cover everything from rent, to food, clothing, transportation, personal needs, household items, etc. For people who have a physical or intellectual disability or who are grappling with a chronic illness or mental health condition, it is impossible to meet their basic needs. People with disabilities incur additional expenses directly related to their disability--many of which are not covered by health benefits. The cycle of poverty is thereby reinforced: people are poor because they are disabled; and people are further disabled because they are poor.

Finding part-time or casual work is one way people with disabilities try to escape poverty, even though statistics show that people with disabilities are chronically under-employed.  Under current rules, for every dollar an ODSP recipient earns, 50 cents is clawed back off of their monthly ODSP cheque. As a Coalition, we find it ironic that, on the one hand, the Ontario government is now more than ever trying to encourage people on ODSP to find employment while, with the other, they are clawing back 50% of their wages.  
As a Coalition, we believe that ODSP recipients should be allowed to keep a significant amount of their income, before its gets taxed back. ODSP recipients are currently allowed to receive $6000 per year in gifts from family and friends and, with recent changes to accommodate the federal Registered Disability Savings Plan, people are allowed to receive even more in the form of contributions for their future. Thus we find it incomprehensible that people with disabilities are not permitted to earn similar amounts through employment without being penalized. So, in this budget, the Coalition is advocating for a flat rate exemption of around $500 per month per individual, which would correspond with the amount that ODSP recipients are allowed to receive as gifts.
[Organization or group’s name] is a member of the ODSP Action Coalition. We are interested in meeting with you to discuss these issues in more detail. Please contact [Name] to schedule a suitable time: [Phone and/or email].
Sincerely, 

[Name / Organization]
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