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Together we can. Together we will.                                                                                   

[image: image2.png]



      � EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





373,146 people with disabilities and their families depend on the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) as their primary source of income.1  





They are the lucky ones who got through the complicated application process and didn’t give up when they were initially rejected – as many are. 





Yet, once on ODSP, people with disabilities discover more problems.





ODSP rates have increased by only 11% in the last 14 years. A single person on ODSP must live on a maximum of $1042 a month (less if rent is subsidized). 





While people with disabilities are encouraged to work, many aren’t able to because of their disability. If they can work and do get a job, 50% of their earnings are clawed back despite the fact that ODSP rates are so low. 





People with disabilities shouldn’t have to live in poverty in a province as wealthy as Ontario.





1 Ministry of Community and Social Services. Ontario Social Assistance Quarterly Statistical Report.. 








Contact Us


              


For more information on the ODSP Action Coalition and ODSP issues:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.odspaction.ca" ��www.odspaction.ca� 





To become a member:


Apply online at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.incomesecurity.org/ campaigns/campaignsODSPActionCoalition.htm" ��http://www.incomesecurity.org/ campaigns/campaignsODSPActionCoalition.htm�





Or contact Naomi Ives Peak: 


416-531-2411 x 249 or by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ivesn2@lao.on.ca" ��ivesn2@lao.on.ca�   





By mail:  


ODSP Action Coalition


c/o Parkdale Community Legal Services


1266 Queen Street West 


Toronto, ON M6K 1L3








“Living with a disability is challenging enough. Facing poverty every day makes it unbearable.”





- Anonymous ODSP recipient











Demand justice, dignity and human rights for people with disabilities
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The ODSP Action Coalition is a province-wide coalition of community disability agencies, provincial organizations, anti-poverty groups, legal clinics and people with disabilities on ODSP.





The coalition was formed in 2002 following province-wide community consultations that found serious problems with the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP), which many people with disabilities depend on for their survival.





People on ODSP face much stereotyping and discrimination as they struggle to deal with physical and mental disabilities. Each person’s situation is unique.  What is shared is a life of poverty.   





Our mission 





…to push for improvements to ODSP so that people with disabilities can live with justice and dignity 
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What we do





Lobby Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs), including key government ministers.





Consult with government staff.





Bring media attention to disability and poverty.





Organize public events, local demonstrations and actions.





Build networks between other groups and organizations to push for disability rights.





Gather statistics and document the experiences of people on ODSP to push for improvements to ODSP.





Provide information and materials on disability rights and the ODSP program.





Provide referrals for low-income people who want to appeal ODSP decisions or make a complaint regarding ODSP to the provincial Ombudsman. 





Encourage ODSP recipients and agencies to form ODSP support groups in their communities to provide practical support to people with disabilities on ODSP.














Our demands








Increase ODSP and OW rates to reflect the real cost of living and adjust annually for inflation. A Social Assistance Rate Board should be established to help determine rational and just criteria for setting rates. 





Allow ODSP recipients to keep the 1st $500 per month of earnings before any deductions.





Recognize the value of volunteer work by ODSP recipients by providing for a Community Participation allowance.





Ensure employment supports are provided in a way that respects ODSP recipients’ choices, skills and abilities.  





Eliminate the many barriers that prevent applicants from getting on ODSP and accessing the benefits they are entitled to.  





Eliminate the punitive rules and regulations that people on ODSP encounter in the program.





Ensure that ODSP is delivered in a respectful way that accommodates the varying needs of people with disabilities, as the Ontario Government is obligated to do under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA). 





Keep the Special Diet allowance for those who need it for their health conditions.




















“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”





- Margaret Mead
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