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Introduction to the Campaign
The ODSP Action Coalition is a network of people who receive ODSP, disability organizations, community legal clinics and other social agencies who work with people with disabilities. Together we push for improvements to ODSP law and policies. 

The Coalition actively engaged in the Review of Social Assistance commissioned by the Ontario government as part of their first Poverty Reduction Strategy. We not only made submissions, we also developed materials to support other groups in hosting workshops and crafting submissions so that as many voices of people affected would be part of the Review as possible. 

The Commissioners who led the review made a series of recommendations to government that contained some positive steps forward to improving Ontario Works (OW). Unfortunately, most of the recommendations around ODSP ignored the input of people with disabilities and other advocates – focusing too little on the need for adequacy NOW, and a an unfair and divisive approach representation of ‘fairness’ that recommended stripping some special benefits from ODSP to pay for improvements to OW. 

Even though the review was done as part of the poverty reduction strategy, the actions the Ontario government has taken so far have left people on ODSP worse off.  So we’re developing a report card, to highlight the pattern of reform and its impact on people, as well as to demand the incomes, dignity and respect that people on ODSP deserve.

2015 will be full of Coalition calls for action. We hope you will join us!

Action for January
Theme 1: Increase Incomes
Action: Pre Budget Submissions
What you can do:
· Please write an e-mail or letter that endorses the ODSP Action Coalition’s pre-budget submission and describes your personal experience as an ODSP recipient that relates to these demands. 

· Include the link to the ODSP Action Coalition’s pre budget submission in your letter, OR
· Attach a copy of the submission to the letter that you will send to the Standing committee on Finance and Economic Affairs and the Minister of Finance.
· Remember to change the text of the template accordingly! 
· Address the e-mail / letter to the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs,
· Send the same email / letter separately to the Minister of Finance. 

· Both their addresses are listed in the logistics section found on the last page. 

It is critical that the government hear from as many people as possible that people on ODSP need to see an increase in 2015-16. Most politicians acknowledge that the rates are too low and don’t meet the basic needs of people who depend on them, but pressure needs to be put on them to take action and increase the incomes of people on ODSP in this budget. The ODSP Action Coalition encourages people who live on ODSP to take the opportunity of the pre-budget consultation process to try to influence the budget to reflect our demands. 
The ODSP Action Coalition’s pre budget submission will be posted online at www.odspaction.ca 

Template e-mail/ letter
Dear members of the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs (or) Minister of Finance:

Thank you for accepting my letter regarding priorities for the upcoming budget 2015-2016. I am writing to endorse the submission of the ODSP Action Coalition. A copy of the Coalition’s submission can be found online at www.odspaction.ca or attached to this letter. I support their demands for:
· An immediate significant increase in ODSP income support, to move towards covering the real costs of nutritious food, shelter, transportation, other basic needs and the additional costs related to disability.  Rates would need to be raised by 24.4% to bring a disabled person’s purchasing power back up to the amount provided in 1993.
· Reversal of the cut to the Work Related benefit, and no more cuts to any benefits for individuals and families on ODSP until adequate levels of income support are provided.
My personal experience that leads me to support these demands is ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for accepting this letter, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to connect me either by phone or e-mail.
Kind regards
(First name, Last name)

Telephone and e-mail 

Logistics

· Please submit your email / letter by Friday January 30th, 2015
· This is an important deadline. Please be sure to send your email or letter before this date.

· Address your email / letter to the following. 
You can submit by email, fax, or mail. We encourage you to submit by e-mail to save on mailing costs. 
· Katch Koch, Clerk
Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs
Room 1405, Whitney Block

Queen’s Park

Toronto, ON   M7A 1A2
Email: kkoch@ola.org
Fax: 416-325-3505

· Minister of Finance Charles Sousa

Ministry of Finance 

7th Floor, Frost Building South

7 Queen’s Park Crescent
Toronto, ON   M7A 1Y7
Email: csousa.mpp@liberal.ola.org
Fax: 416-325-0374

· Please send us a copy of your email / letter 
· This will help us to know how many submissions were given as well as to help us in planning future actions. 
· E-mail us at ramsarc@lao.on.ca
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